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Providing world-class medical services with expertise and compassion, 
Hallym University Dongtan Sacred Heart Hospital will assist you enjoy 
a happy and healthy life. 

Smart Ubiquitous 
Hospital
with 1,100 beds

Specialized Hospital 
with 10 Centers
& 31 Departments

Green Hospital
with Eco-friendly 
Management

Advanced Hospital 
in Basic & Clinical 
Medicine

Global Hospital 
Affiliated with World’s 
Top Institutions

Philanthropic
Hospital Contributing 
to Public Health



Why trust us? “Korean government-certified hospital, internationally 
trained doctors, dedicated nurses and support staff, 
state-of-the-art technology and global collaborations 
with the world’s top medical institutions are five key 
features of the hospital.” 
  
Opened in October 2012, Hallym University Dongtan 
Sacred Heart Hospital, the sixth general hospital of 
Hallym University Medical Center (HUMC), is committed 
to excellence in not only patient care but also biomedical 
research and medical education. 
  
Equipped with about 1,100 patient-beds, 31 medical 
departments and 10 specialized centers, the hospital 
is offering advanced multi-disciplinary medical services 
to patients from home and abroad. In addition, our 
coordinators of the International Healthcare Center 
(IHC) at the hospital are providing international patients 
with customized services during their stay with us. 
  
Under a vision, “Rise to a Mighty Global Player with 
Unmatched Expertise through Medical Excellence,” all 
staff will strive to assist each patient enjoy a happy 
and healthy life at Hallym University Dongtan Sacred 
Heart Hospital. 

With yesterday’s tradition and tomorrow’s 
innovation for today’s people, Hallym University 

Dongtan Sacred Heart Hospital ensures that 
you feel well cared for and supported here 

with us to improve your quality of life.  

What makes us different  



Hallym University Medical Center
has been featured in the following publications 

Financial Times 
“South Korea invests in medical tourism” (March 22, 2013) 
Korea JoongAng Daily-International New York Times
“Medical charity goes beyond Korea” (June 24, 2013) 
“Korea industry reaches out to doctors abroad to boost 
industry” (Sept. 03, 2012) 
Reuters
“Probiotics improve liver enzymes in alcoholic hepatitis” 
(Nov. 11, 2011) 
Korea Times
“Sudanese woman finds new hope here” (April 11, 2013)

International media coverage
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BY KANG JIN-KYU 

Joko Setino, a 44-year-old Indonesian 
construction worker, was injured on 
the job in January. While replacing a 
20,000 volt cable, Joko suffered fourth-
degree burns — the worst kind — to 
his feet. The father of 13-year-old twins 
was taken to Kensaras Hospital in cen-
tral Java, where doctors amputated all 
of the toes on his right foot and three 
toes on his left foot.

But the wounds on Joko’s right 
foot didn’t heal properly and he badly 
needed skin grafts that his hospital 
couldn’t provide. If not, he was at risk 
of losing his whole leg.

Unexpected help came from a Ko-
rean charity run by the Korean Health 
Industry Development Institute, 
which agreed to fly Joko to Korea for 
sophisticated skin transplant surgery. 

Through the state-run institute’s 
Medical Korea Project, Joko was able 
to have two operations in May and one 
on June 6 at the Hallym University 
Medical Center. The surgery was a suc-
cess and Joko is expected to heal 
soon. 

“[Thanks to the operation] I will 
live my life as a proud and responsible 
father and husband,” said the Indone-
sian.

Joko, who returned to Indonesia 
Saturday, was among 132 foreign pa-
tients who received medical treatment 
in Korea through the Medical Korea 
Project, which was launched in 2011 
to provide Korean medical expertise to 
patients in need of it from the develop-
ing world, especially Southeast Asian 
nations. 

Under the program, air fare and 
daily expenses in Korea are covered by 
the state-run institute, while hospital 
fees are picked up by medical institu-
tions that have joined the cause. This 
year, a total of 19 hospitals, including 
Severance, Seoul National University 
and Samsung Medical Center, support 
the project.  

Priority is given to minors and 

Chinese students show 
their love with hangul
BY KIM HYE-MI 

 
BEIJING – Unlike her peers who came 
to Seoul because they were interested 
in Korea, Zhou Ruixia, a 20-year-old 
female student majoring in Korean at 
the Beijing Foreign Studies University, 
spent six months learning in a country 
many would not associate with study-
ing abroad: North Korea.  

“It is very hard to speak freely 
among North Korean people and prac-
tice speaking Korean. I would really 
like to study Korean in South Korea,” 
Zhou said.

As the Korean Wave sweeps across 
China, a rising number of hanguomi, 
Chinese fans of Korean culture, are 
showing interest in studying in Korea.  

On June 15, 92 Chinese students 
majoring in Korean gathered in Beijing 
to participate in the annual Sungkyun 
Hangul Writing Contest hosted by 
Sungkyunkwan University in Seoul. 

The top three winners will earn full 
scholarships to Sungkyunkwan’s mas-
ters program. This contest was started 
to commemorate the 15th anniversary 
of the establishment of diplomatic ties 
between Korea and China in 1992, after 
years of political hostility. 

One of the contestants is a Chinese 
student named Wu Xiaozhen, from Kun-
ming, Yunnan Province, some 2700 ki-
lometers (1,677 miles) southwest of Bei-
jing. Wu wants to study comparative 
literature at a graduate school in Korea. 

“This contest is a once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity for students like me,” Wu 
says. “I passed an intense in-school 
competition just to participate in this 
writing contest.” 

Only eight students out of 556 par-
ticipants from the last 6 contests are 
known to have matriculated at Sung-
kyunkwan graduate school. 

This year’s gold medal went to Hu 
Wenqin from Shandong University in 

Shandong Province, eastern China.
For the topic, “love and hatred,” Hu 

used a story about her relationship with 
her grandfather to render to the compli-
cated theme. Professor Park Jung-ha, a 
philosophy professor at Sungkyunk-
wan University and the judge for this 
contest, explained Hu’s selection for 
first place. 

“Hu has successfully interpreted the 
Korean sentiment which can be highly 
unfamiliar to Chinese people and could 
have been easily misunderstood as the 
complete dichotomy in emotion.” 

After winning first place, Hu said “I 
want to understand Korea better so that 
I can someday become a leader work-
ing for better diplomatic ties between 
the two nations.” 

The contestants have shown great 
affection toward Korea. According to 
the survey by the JoongAng Ilbo, 84 
students out of 92, or 91 percent, re-
plied “they view Korea very positive-
ly.” Also, the following survey revealed 
that 59 percent picked “Korean Pop 
Culture” and 13 percent “Korean Com-
mercial Brands” as the biggest factor 
that gave them such a positive percep-
tion of the country.

 A 19-year-old contestant, Wang Jia, 
claims she has studied Korean for the 
past six years because she is a fan of 
Kim Jun-soo, a member of the Korean 
idol group JYJ.  

However, there is growing concern 
about Chinese interest in Korean cul-
ture merely staying at the level of an 
individual activity. In China, it is very 
hard for people to enter a Korean com-
pany or to continue with higher educa-
tion about Korea. 

Even the Chinese students who 
participated in this contest added that 
“it is a widely acknowledged fact that 
the Chinese cannot move up above a 
certain level at Korean corporations.” 

enational@joongang.co.kr
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Medical charity goes beyond Korea

Doctors at the Seoul National University Hospital pose for a picture with young Cambodian patients last September, who 
received heart surgeries last year supported by the Medical Charity Program organized by the Korea Health Industry Devel-
opment Institute.  Provided by the Korea Health Industry Development Institute

Contestants of the 7th Sungkyun Hangul Writing Contest hold up their submis-
sions on the topic “love and hatred.” The contest was held at the Vision Hotel in 
Beijing on June 15.  By Kim Hye-min

poor patients who can’t afford good 
care in their home countries.

“Korean hospitals that have pro-
grams in foreign countries giving free 
medical services make recommenda-
tions on patient selection to us,” said 
Jeon Seong-joo, marketing manager 
for the international health care team 
at the health development institute. 
“After reviewing the eligibility for the 
program, we select patients to be treat-
ed here.”

Foreign hospitals can also apply 
for the program on behalf of their pa-
tients.

A four-year-old girl named Nguy-
en Ngoc from Hanoi benefitted from 
the charity last year. Born with Apert 
Syndrome, a congenital disorder that 
causes malformations of the skull, face, 
hands and feet, Nguyen always had 
difficulty breathing because of the un-

usual shape of her palate. 
After flying to Korea in April 2012, 

Nguyen had facial restructuring opera-
tions at Seoul’s Severance Hospital 
and spent a month in an intensive care 
unit of the hospital. 

Since the program was launched in 
2011, a total of 132 patients from 20 
nations such as Vietnam, Cambodia 
and Malaysia came to Korea with the 
support of 19 medical institutions in 
the country.  

Among the patients, 78, or 59 per-
cent, received heart surgeries. Twelve 
were burn patients like Joko.  

“Through this medical-sharing 
program, we aim to create a positive 
national image of professional medical 
expertise as well as fulfilling our re-
sponsibility in the global community,” 
said Kim Ki-sung, director of the de-
partment of international cooperation 
at the health development institute. 

 jkkang2@joongang.co.kr 
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early onset dementia.
“Ten to 15 percent of those with the 

mild cognitive disorders develop de-
mentia,” he said. “And there’s an in-
creasing number of young people ex-
periencing those disorders.” 

The government-run Health Insur-
ance Review & Assessment Service 
reports that the number of people suf-
fering from cognitive problems in their 
20s to 40s jumped to 1,585 last year 
from 1,160 in 2008. 

“From the early 2000s, I’ve seen a 
drastic increase in patients with re-
duced memory spans, especially young 
people. When I looked at it, most of 
them were exposed of the heavy con-
sumption of digital gadgets,” said Dr. 
Kim at Gachon University Gil Medical 
Center in Incheon, who works at the 
hospital’s brain research institute. 

“The gadgets ease the burden of 
memorizing tedious information but if 
we don’t use our brain functions, the 
overall cognitive skills of being aware 
and perception will ultimately de-
crease,” he said. 

Dr. Choi Jeong-seok of Boramae 
Medical Center in southern Seoul re-
cently noticed an increase in the num-
ber of teens coming to the psychiatry 
center of the hospital.

“Many of them are affected by 
mental and cognitive disorders be-
cause they are addicted to computer 
games and smartphones,” he says. 

And the number of teens getting 
hooked on smartphones is only going 

up, as figures from the Ministry of Sci-
ence, ICT and Future Planning an-
nounced this month demonstrate. 

The percentage of young people 
between 10 and 19 who use their 
smartphones for more than seven 
hours a day was 18.4 percent, a 7 per-
cent increase from last year. 

Clinics dedicated to helping teens 
and young people restore impaired 
cognitive ability are springing up.

Experts point out that some brain 
functions are going through major de-
velopments at the age of 17 to 19.

“Right and left prefrontal lobes 
mature at around 17 to 19 so the period 
is critical,” said Jang Won-woong, a 
researcher at the Balance Brain center 
in southern Seoul. “Teens can impair 
that development by being exposed to 
many devices.” 

Despite such sobering warnings 
from medical professionals, Korea is 
now poised to fully adopt digital de-
vices in the classroom, making even 
broader use of the Internet and com-
puters.

“In reality, using digital media in 
kindergarten or primary school is actu-
ally a way of getting children addict-
ed,” wrote German psychiatrist Man-
fred Spitzer of the Ulm University Hos-
pital in his 2012 book “Digital Demen-
tia.”

“I’m not sure whether classrooms 
equipped with advanced technology 
work well,” said Kim Young-bo of the 
Gil Hospital. “Children are easily dis-
tracted and they are vulnerable to ad-
diction.”  ejpark@joongang.co.kr

DIGITAL: Gadgets alter
normal brain balance
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Class on early

puberty to open

Ewha Womans University

Mokdong Hospital is holding a

class on early puberty, at 3:30

p.m. on July 25. 

The condition where the sec-

ondary sexual characteristics,

such as the development of

breasts or the enlargement of

testicles, happen prematurely is

of increasing concern to par-

ents because it can stop chil-

dren from growing to their full

potential. Prof. Kim Hae-soon

at the hospital will give a lecture

on topics such as definition,

cause and treatment followed

by a Q&A session. 

The class is open to anyone

and the participants will get a

booklet and a small gift. For

inquiries, contact the pediatric

department at the hospital in

western Seoul at (02)

2650-5216. 

Presentation on

enuresis planned

The Korean Association of

Enuresis is holding a class titled

“Summer Vacation Without

Enuresis” at Theall Medical

Hub in Cheongdam-dong,

southern Seoul, at 2 p.m. on

July 21. 

Prof. Suh Jin-soon at the

Catholic University will give a

presentation on causes and

treatment of symptoms in

which children are unable to

control urination especially

when sleeping. 

For more information, call

the association at (02)

2072-3417. 

Three-lows in recipes

Cabbage soybean paste soup
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Ingredients

You will need 350 grams of cabbage, 10 centimeters of spring onion, 150 grams of tofu, and optionally, a half

tablespoon of red pepper powder. For broth, you will need eight Japanese anchovies (big anchovies for broth), and a

sheet of dasima, or kelp, that measures 10 centimeter by 10 centimeter in size. For seasoning, you will need a

tablespoon of soybean paste and a half tablespoon of chopped garlic.

Steps

1. Cut cabbage in bite sizes, and diagonally slice spring onion.

2. Slice tofu in appropriate size.

3. Put the ingredients for broth in five cups of water. Turn the heat to medium and when it boils, take out the kelp.

Lower down the heat and continue boiling for 10 minutes. Sieve the broth.

4. Put the cabbage into the broth and boil it on medium heat.

5. When it boils, add the red pepper powder and soybean paste.

6. When the cabbage gets tender, put tofu, spring onion, and chopped garlic. Boil once again. 

Tip

Cabbage, which is especially beneficial to the stomach, is a vegetable that you can enjoy without gaining weight. Rich

in fiber, it is also helpful for the intestines. 

This is an excerpt from “Samjeo-Babsang,” or three-lows to observe in recipes, by Prof. Lim Do-sun at Korea University Anam Hospital, pub-

lished by And Books. The “three lows” refers to low sodium, low calories, and low fat.

Surgery in summer

During the rainy season, which this

year begins earlier than usual, those

with arthritis suffer from particularly

painful knees. When it rains, the

atmospheric pressure decreases and

humidity increases by around 30 to

80 percent. Because the knee joint is

sensitive to temperature and humidi-

ty, it expands, which

causes pain.

Around this time of

the year, many patients

ask me “Is it okay to get

knee replacement

surgery in summer?”

Because of the knee

joint’s sensitivity, they

think the surgical site

won’t heal well and will

get infected. In truth,

however, there is no cor-

relation between the surgery and the

season.

Nowadays, a good surgical progno-

sis can be expected regardless of the

timing of the surgery thanks to

advances in surgery and surgical sys-

tems. According to research by Johns

Hopkins University in the United

States, the rate of infection after

surgery is highest in the winter (Janu-

ary) and lowest in the summer (July

and August).

One of the most important

advances in surgery is the mini-inci-

sion. For patients in late-stage degen-

erative arthritis, which is especially

painful during the rainy season, the

mini-incision enables fast recovery

and reduces the risk of infection and

complications. In this procedure, the

incision is reduced from the usual 20

centimeters to between eight to 10

centimeters. The smaller incision size

minimizes potential damage to the

muscle and tendon around the joint

and risk of bacterial infection.

Patients can walk four hours after

the surgery; they can freely go to toilet

or sit on a wheelchair or a chair. This

reduces the risk of complications. In

the past, patients who have under-

gone hip joint replacement surgery

have limited mobility for more than

six weeks in order to prevent disloca-

tion. However, this lack of mobility

increases the risk of infection such as

bedsores.

The mini-incision for hip joint

surgery to preserve the external rota-

tor involves a high level of difficulty

because the smaller inci-

sion minimizes visibili-

ty. Therefore, patients

should check a special-

ist’s experience and pro-

ficiency fully rather than

worry about seasonal

factors when planning

to have knee surgery. In

addition, they should

check the hospital’s

environment, such as

whether it has a sterile

operating room, which minimizes the

risk of infection by filtering out the

dirt or germs in the air through an air

purification system.

Finally, patients should also check

information about antibiotic use eval-

uation. The Health Insurance Review

and Assessment Service provides

such information on its website.

Antibiotic use evaluation is conduct-

ed among patients to prevent surgical

site infection and monitor potential

abuse of antibiotics, which increases

bacteria’s resistance to antibiotics.

Patients shouldn’t put off knee

surgery because of incorrect informa-

tion or lack of understanding. A

painful joint isn’t healthy and affects

one’s daily life. Some patients who

have put off surgery become

depressed because they are limited in

what they can do. Patients should

remember that when it comes to knee

surgery, the season doesn’t matter

and that improving one’s health is not

something they should wait for.

The writer is the president of the Wellton Bone

and Joint Hospital.

Healthcare after

cancer treatment

A class on how cancer

patients should manage their

health after treatment is sched-

uled at Seoul National Universi-

ty Hospital in downtown Seoul,

at 3 p.m. on July 18. Prof. Choi

Ho-chun at the hospital will

explain how exercise can help

long-term survival for those

who have had cancer and what

exercises they should take. He

will also give tips for diet and

there will be a Q&A session as

well.
For more information, call

(02) 2072-0088.
yjy@ktimes.co.kr

Posttraumatic stress disorder

feared for Asiana survivors

Many of the survivors of the crash

of the Asiana Airlines’ flight 214 in

San Francisco have returned to the

country, but that doesn’t necessarily

mean that they are okay. Prof. Lee

Byoung-chul at Hallym University

Medical Center said that some of

them should receive treatment for

posttraumatic stress disorder

(PTSD).

PTSD refers to anxiety following

an accident or other unanticipated

event. People can suffer from it

after domestic or other forms of

violence, bullying, diagnosis of an

incurable disease, severe insults, car

accidents or experiencing natural

disasters. Experience in the battle-

field or falling victim to sexual

assault is the main cause of the dis-

order. 

“People might be overlooking the

mental shock of the passengers and

the flight attendants because they

are only concerned about the physi-

cal injuries for now. However, as

time goes by, there can be posttrau-

matic stress disorder,” the professor

said, adding that those who had no

such symptoms right after the acci-

dent can develop it after a week in

some cases. “Especially, the pilots

and the flight attendants who con-

tinue flying are more likely to suffer

from the disorder,” he added.

Those who tend to worry and are

sensitive are more vulnerable than

those who are positive and carefree.

Symptoms include physical changes

such as headaches, stomachaches,

muscle pains or problems such as

depression, anxiety or even schizo-

phrenia. Some may deteriorate into

alcohol or drug addiction. Others

may suffer endless memories of an

incident, while others may try to

completely avoid it. Some people

get extremely sensitive, sometimes

waking at a small dripping sound. 

“For the passengers, the few min-

utes after the crash might have felt

like many hours. Victims may think

that people around them weren’t

caring for them and were neglecting

them at the moment of the crisis.

You should understand that such a

psychological condition makes

them feel uneasy and lose temper,”

the professor said. 

Those who are vulnerable should

get counseling and medical treat-

ment where they are induced to

express their emotions in a com-

fortable and stable atmosphere.

After medical treatment, they are

led to get rid of the fear through

cognitive behavioral therapy. Many

of the victims get better after about

a month’s treatment, according to

the doctor. 

He said the family and friends

should also help. The victims may

get worse if people around them

remind them of the accident by

continuously asking about it. Some

of the patients might refuse treat-

ment due to the feeling of guilt or

betrayal, but they must be encour-

aged to get treatment. People

should also understand that the vic-

tims have become extra sensitive

due to the accident. 

He adds that media can affect the

disorder. Positive news such as

“flight attendants and heroic pas-

sengers cope with the crash to mini-

mize the casualties” can lessen the

shock and stress on the victims, but

negative news works in the opposite

way.
“Even those who have only had a

slight injury may suffer the disorder

if they are exposed to news that

negatively reminds them of the

accident, such as the showing of fire

on the damaged plane. It would be

better to cut them off from news

covering the accident,” the doctor

said.

Advice: Prof. Lee Byoung-chul at Hallym Uni-

versity Medical Center
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By Song Sang-ho

Courtesy of And Books

Seoul St. Mary’s Hospital President Hwang Tae-kon, fifth from left, poses with Batsuuri Byambadorj, sixth from left, direc-

tor of the First Central Hospital of Mongolia, after signing an agreement to transfer blood and bone marrow stem cell

transplantation technology for free, Monday. Mongolia has had no case of blood and marrow transplantation so far while the hospital in southern Seoul per-

formed 429 transplants last year, or more than 30 percent of all such procedures in Korea. Following the agreement, Mongolian doctors will get training in Seoul

while a Korean professor will be dispatched to Mongolia until the country performs five successful transplants.   
Courtesy of Seoul St. Mary’s Hospital

Antibody gives clue to children’s autism

PARIS (AFP) — Researchers delving

into the enigmatic disorder called

autism said Tuesday they had found a

group of maternal antibodies that tar-

get proteins in the foetus’ developing

brain.

A study that compared 246 mothers

of children with autism spectrum dis-

order (ASD) to 149 women with

healthy children found that nearly a

quarter in the first group had different

combinations of these antibodies.

Antibodies are the foot soldiers of

the immune system, latching onto

viral or microbial intruders and tag-

ging them for destruction by special-

ized “killer” cells.

But sometimes, for some unknown

reason, these antibodies target our

own, healthy proteins, becoming

“auto-antibodies.”

They play an important role in

autoimmune diseases like lupus,

rheumatoid arthritis and multiple scle-

rosis.
Just as pregnant women pass good

antibodies on to their unborn children

through the placenta, so too can they

pass on malfunctioning ones which

can target proteins the baby needs to

develop, said study author Judy Van

De Water, a professor of medicine at

the University of California, Davis.

“We discovered that 23 percent of

mothers whose children have autism

have autoantibodies to certain proteins

that are necessary for healthy neuron

development,” she told AFP by email

of the study published in the journal

Translational Psychiatry.

“These antibodies are not found in

the blood of mothers (whose) children

are typically developing.”

ASD describes a broad range of

impairments in which a person is

unable or unwilling to communicate

or interact with others, often crip-

plingly so.

Technology transfer

Through the state-run institute’s Medical Korea 
Project, Joko was able to have two operations in 
May and one on June 6 at the Hallym University 
Medical Center. The surgery was a success and 
Joko is expected to heal soon.

“[Thanks to the operation] I will live my life as 
a proud and responsible father and husband,” said 
the Indonesian.

The Kumho Asiana Cultural
Foundation said Thursday it will
allow a promising and young violin-
ist to use a classical period instru-
ment owned by the foundation as
part of efforts to support young,
gifted musicians.

Park Sam-koo, chairman of the
foundation and Kumho Asiana
Group, handed the Guiseppe
Guadagnini Cremona, a violin made
in 1794, to Kim Bomsori at the
firm’s headquarters in Jongno,
downtown Seoul. 

The 24-year-old will be allowed
to use the violin for three years,
including in international compe-
titions.

“The instrument is priceless. The
decision suggests how much chair-
man Park cares about gifted young
musicians,” an official at Kumho
Asiana Group said.

Park also announced the founda-
tion will offer financial support to

two teenagers who gained admis-
sion to the Curtis Institute of Music,
a college-level music school in
Philadelphia. 

The foundation has lent out its
classical period instruments since
1993. It owns 15 such instruments,
including eight violins, one cello
and six pianos.

Kim Sae-am, 26, won the interna-
tional composi-
tion section at the
Pablo Casals Fes-
tival of Prades,
southern France,
Saturday, with her
composition “The
Dance of Death”
for flute, clarinet,
violin and cello.
Kim won 12,000
euros (17.7 mil-
lion won) in prize money.

This was the fifth competition to
be held by the festival, and was
judged by fellow performers and
composers. 

The festival started in Prades in
1950 in celebration of virtuoso cel-
list Pablo Casals, who lived in the
southern French city. 

The competition for composers
was set up by the festival organizers

for talented artists below the age of
40. Compositions have to be for
trios to sextets and be approximate-
ly 15 minutes long. 

The festival aims at promoting
new talent and supporting new
trends; more than 500 composers
have submitted pieces. 

Kim’s composition was performed
as a world premiere, and will also be
presented at other festivals. 

“I want to extend my congratula-
tions to Kim,” said Seoul National
University (SNU) graduate school
junior peer Yoo Woong-jae. “I’m
very envious, and I wish her all the
best as an international composer.” 

Kim studied composition at SNU,
and is currently attending its gradu-
ate school. 
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Sudanese woman finds new hope here

A Sudanese woman will undergo a
kidney transplant in Korea under the
sponsorship of a non-governmental
organization (NGO) and a local hos-
pital, the NGO said Thursday.

Beautiful Community, a Seoul-based
NGO that supports the underprivi-
leged, said it brought three members
of a Sudanese family here — patient,
donor and caregiver — for surgery at
Hallym University Medical Center.

In October 2010, Ludia George
Kojan, 44, was diagnosed with chron-
ic renal failure in her home country,
requiring a kidney transplant.

Though her brother Dian George
Kojan was a suitable donor, Ludia’s
role as breadwinner for her 10 siblings
prevented her from affording the
transplant. Sudan also has no hospital
that can perform such a transplant. 

South Korean Ambassador to
Sudan Kwak Won-ho heard of her
difficulty and asked the NGO to look
for a Korean hospital that could help
her.

Hallym University Medical Center
and other civic groups decided on
March 20 to finance the surgery and
other costs, worth about 80 million
won ($70,800).

Ludia and her brother George

entered Korea on April 4 and are
receiving medical checkups before the
transplant. She will undergo surgery
on April 16.

“I still can’t believe I will get the
transplant surgery. I hope to return to
my country in healthy condition and
want to share the warm miracle
which Koreans did for me with my
nationals,” Ludia said. 

Beautiful Community Chairman
Lee Eun-deok said, “I am very proud
that Korea has transformed itself

from a recipient of aid to a country
supporting other nations. I sincerely
hope George Kojan will get better and
share her experience in Sudan.” 

Prof. Lee Sam-yeol, the scheduled
operating surgeon, said, “The
surgery will follow thorough med-
ical checkups. We are doing our best
to find inexpensive immunosup-
pressive drugs available in Sudan
that she will have to take for a life-
time to suppress resistance against
the transplanted kidney.”

A short film directed and acted
in by middle school students has
been selected as one of 50 that will
be screened at the Daejong Short
Film Festival, to kick off on April
18. 

In March, the Daejong Short
Film Awards Corporation selected
50 short films to be presented at
the festival. One was the film
directed by Lee Hyeon-jun, 14,
who also took on the role of the
main character. Lee is a student at
Goheung Jeomam Jungang Middle
School. 

The 14-minute movie, titled
“Aloong-poowa, an Order from
Outer Space” was filmed on a
smartphone and a high-definition
camcorder borrowed from the
education office. 

Aloong-poowa is a word
made-up to mean the sun is always
shining on your dreams. 

Five students participated in the
making of the film. 

The film is about an alien that
makes an emergency landing in
Goheung, where youths welcome
it and help it return home. 

Kim Young-min, an artist and
documentary director, taught the
students the skills they needed to
create the film. At a “Youth
Short-film Camp,” the students
learned from Kim how to write
scenarios, how to film, how to cast
important roles and how to edit. 

“I was mesmerized at how
movies are made,” said Lee Yu-ri,
14, one of five participating stu-
dents. “But I feel like I can produce
films now.” 

“At first I thought it would be
impossible to make a short-film in
just four days,” Kim said. “But
these kids were naturals. I learned
a lot from these students.” 

Kim Sae-am wins 1st prize 
in composition competition

Middle school 
students’ short 
film nominated

Miss Korea beauty pageant candidates from North

Jeolla Province pose after the regional preliminaries

held at the Jeollabukdo Educational and Cultural Center in Jeonju Wednesday. Clockwise from top left

are third place winners Jeong Hye-won, Kim Myeong-seon and Jeon Sun-jin; co-second-place winner

Song Seung-gi; first-place winner Lee Sang-eun; and Choi Kyu-li, the other second-place winner.

They have earned spots at the main event of the beauty pageant scheduled in Seoul in July. The Han-

kook Ilbo, the sister paper of The Korea Times, hosts the annual Miss Korea event. Korea Times

Beauties of the mid-west

Ludia George Kojan, left, sits with Nurse Hyun Sook-ja at Hallym University Medical Center in Anyang,

Gyeonggi Province, on April 4. She came here to undergo a kidney transplant on April 16 under the

sponsorship of local NGO, Beautiful Community, and the hospital. Courtesy of Beautiful Community 
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Kumho Asiana supports
talented young musicians 

Kumho Asiana Cultural Foundation Chairman Park Sam-koo, center in back row, poses with three

talented young musicians, including 24-year-old violinist Kim Bomsori, left, at the firm’s headquar-

ters in Jongno-gu, downtown Seoul, Thursday. Courtesy of Kumho Asiana Group
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Beautiful Community, a Seoul-based NGO that 
supports the underprivileged, said it brought three 
members of a Sudanese family here — patient, donor 
and caregiver — for surgery at Hallym University 
Medical Center.
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Doctors and health officials from Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam, don masks, caps and green gowns to tour Sejong General Hospital, a cardiovas-cular specialty hospital in Bucheon, Gyeonggi.
They peep through a window to see surgeons perform a heart recon-struction on a 1-year-old baby on a recent Tuesday afternoon.They check out empty operating rooms, the rehabilitation center and patients’ rooms, peppering their guides with questions about proce-dures, equipment and health policies. They want to know about Korea’s na-tional blood bank system and the hos-pital’s angiocardiography room.  Dr. Pham Bich Xuan, director of foreign affairs of Tam Duc Cardiology Hospital in Ho Chi Minh City, paused in front of a Patient’s Bill of Rights posted in three languages: Korean, English and Russian. “Why Russian?” asks Dr. Pham. “Because of the large number of Russian patients coming to Sejong General Hospital,” replies the nurse. “In addition,” she says, “there are sev-eral Russian doctors training in cardi-ology here.”

Expanding the Korean medical sector
The four doctors and three repre-sentatives from the Ho Chi Minh City Department of Health were invit-ed by the Korea Health Industry Development In-stitute, with the support of the Ministry of Health and Welfare, for a five-day visit to Ko-rea Aug. 20-24. 

It was part of Korea’s ambition to develop its medical sector through co-operation with medical industries in other countries. Khidi is a public health industry promotion organiza-tion established in 1999.The doctors specializing in cardiol-ogy, ENT, pediatrics and oncology toured six medical facilities in Korea, including the National Cancer Insti-tute in Ilsan, Hallym University Medi-cal Center in Gyeonggi and the JK Plastic Surgery Center in Gangnam District, southern Seoul. They also at-tended a forum to discuss medical co-operation with some 50 doctors and representatives of Korean hospitals and clinics and held meetings with Korean Health Ministry officials.  “The familiarization tour for the Vietnamese was a stepping stone for medical cooperation between the two countries,” said Jung Ho-won, direc-tor of the division of global health care services in the Health Ministry. Last fall, he and other representatives of Khidi visited hospitals in Ho Chi Minh City to initiate talks to invite Ho Chi Minh health officials to come to Seoul. 
“Korea is getting known world-wide for its K-pop, which is very pop-ular in Vietnam, but we want to show that Korea is not just about Hallyu and show business,” said Jung. “We want to show how advanced we are in the medical sector.”

Khidi has several projects on med-ical cooperation in countries including China, the United Arab Emirates, Ka-zakhstan and Uzbekistan. In May, it signed an agreement with Kazakhstan to establish a Khidi branch in Al-maty.
“The medical sector is an area which involves a lot of pride, so coun-tries find it difficult to request help because to reveal any weakness in the health care system is like admitting to a weakness in their country’s infra-structure,” said Jung.  

There are two types of health ser-vices that can be offered by Korea: in-bound and outbound. The govern-ment and private sectors are actively promoting inbound medical tourism, or foreign patients coming to Korean hospitals for treatment.But the Korean medical industry also is comprised of medical invest-ment abroad and outbound services including building of hospitals and sending doctors to volunteer and teach. It also has foreign doctors train-ing here in workshops, fellowship programs and seminars. On the inbound side, the number of international patients seeking treat-ment in Korea, especially high-end procedures not available or affordable in their own countries, reached over 122,000 in 2011, more than a twofold increase since 2009, according to Khi-di. 
As an example, Sejong Hospital treated 580 foreign patients in the first eight months of this year, and its target is 1,100 for the entire year. The figure for last year was 650. “These are fly-in patients, not foreign patients residing here,” said Park Kyoung-seo, the hos-pital’s global affairs director. But to attract more foreign patients, Korea has to make efforts to spread awareness of its health care prowess through investments overseas and programs inviting foreign doctors to visit facilities, attend medical confer-ences and train in hospitals. The Samsung Medical Center said it has nearly 100 foreign doctors train-ing this year, a quarter from Mongolia. Others are from Nigeria, Iran and Pak-istan. Sejong Hos-pital has foreign doctors from coun-tries such as Rus-sia, Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan. 

The National Cancer Center has short-term pro-grams for visiting doctors, and this year, 10 nationalities visited its facilities, including Malay-sians, Laotians and Kazakhs. It also offers three- or six-month visiting fel-lowship programs. This year, it hosted doctors from Indonesia, Nepal and In-dia. 
“Most of the doctors visit for three months because of visa limitations, and often receive recommendations after liaising with our Korean doctors at medical and academic conferences,” said Kim Sang-hoon, who manages the center’s fellowship program. “They come here to train in their spe-cialties.” 

Increasing cooperationIn the case of Korea and Vietnam, the medical relationship is at the be-ginning stage. The Korea Internation-al Cooperation Agency (Koica) do-nated ultrasound machines to the Vietnam-Korea Friendship Clinic, Saint Paul Hospital in Hanoi in June, part of an ongoing project to provide medical equipment and doctors to the clinic, which was built seven years ago. Korea donated $1.3 million to up-grade the clinic, which provides med-ical care and free checkups in remote areas of Vietnam.   
After five years of construction, the Quang Nam Central General Hospital in south-central Vietnam, supported by the Vietnamese Health Ministry and Koica, began operation in July. Korea contributed $35 million to build and equip the 500-bed hospital. The Hallym University Medical Center also sent some 40 doctors to provide expertise to the hospital in its opening phase.

An orthopedic surgeon from Hal-lym University Chuncheon Sacred Heart Hospital visited two hospitals in Vietnam in June to demonstrate an ar-throscopic reconstruction surgery. The Hallym Medical Center likewise in-vited Vietnamese medical profession-als to an eight-week training program in November 2011. 
As of March, 74 Korean medical 

institutions operate in 17 countries, the highest number in China, fol-lowed by the United States, Mongolia and Taiwan, according to Khidi. In comparison, there were five in 2001. “Building hospitals and sending doctors abroad to do volunteer work opens gateways between countries to further collaborate,” said Lee So-young, a researcher at Khidi. “We have to show our doctors’ abilities first in order for countries to learn about our medical capabilities.” Visiting Seoul last month, Dr. Nguyen Huu Quoc Ngyuyen, director of Danang C Hospital, a general hos-pital established in 1976 and gov-erned directly by Vietnam’s Health Ministry with a medical staff of 644, said his hospital is in the middle of completing an oncology center and 

was interested most in the National Cancer Center.
“Most doctors train in Vietnam at the moment, and we need a high level of training, so we would like coopera-tion with Korea to see if there can be more exchanges,” he said. “There are surgeries that Danang doctors do not have the ability to perform, and in those cases, we invite outside doctors to perform them.” 

Vietnam, with a population of over 87 million, needs to expand its health care industry. The 101 hospitals in Ho Chi Minh have a surfeit of pa-tients and are trying to expand. Currently, there is one doctor for every 10,000 patients in the city, and the city’s health department said it had plans to increase the rate to 15 doctors to 10,000 citizens by 2015.

Overcoming roadblocksThere are problems with the ex-changes between Vietnam and Korea. The Vietnamese worry that their doc-tors are unable to actually perform sur-geries while training in Korea and can only watch. 
Korean doctors can practice in Vietnam after a review process which involves checking for experience and seeing if any medical crimes are on the doctor’s record. On the other hand, Korea does not allow doctors with for-eign licenses to practice in Korea un-less they pass a stringent review pro-cedure, which is too troublesome when training is less than three months.  

Furthermore, while doctors ac-knowledge Korea’s advancements in the medical field, there’s not much 

awareness amongst Vietnamese, who wonder why they would fly all the way to Korea for treatment when they can go somewhere closer. “Countries such as Singapore and Thailand have been advertising medi-cal tourism very well, and those coun-tries are closer and their hospitals have been more efficient in marketing and promotion,” said Dr. Huynh Kim Phuong of Cho Ray Hospital, estab-lished in 1938 by France. But there is still much to learn from Korea, Huynh admits. “In terms of the Asan Medical Center, we heard that the average time in the hospital is a little over four days, while in our country it’s seven days,” she said. With not enough beds for patients, it’s important to learn from Korea.  sarahkim@joongang.co.kr

‘Vietnamese doctors need a high level of training, so we would like cooper-ation with Korea.’

A Korean heart surgeon explains medical equipment to health officials and specialist doctors from Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam, on Aug. 20 at Sejong General Hospital in Bucheon, Gyeonggi.  
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Many of the survivors of the crash of the Asiana 

Airlines’ flight 214 in San Francisco have returned 

to the country, but that doesn’t necessarily mean that 

they are okay. Prof. Lee Byoung-chul at Hallym 

University Medical Center said that some of them 

should receive treatment for posttraumatic stress 

disorder(PTSD).

International media coverage

The doctors specializing in cardiology, ENT, 
pediatrics and oncology toured six medical facilities 
in Korea, including the National Cancer Institute in 
Ilsan, Hallym University Medical Center in Gyeonggi 
and the JK Plastic Surgery Center in Gangnam 
District, southern Seoul. They also attended a 
forum to discuss medical cooperation with some 
50 doctors and representatives of Korean hospitals 
and clinics and held meetings with Korean Health 
Ministry officials.



Hallym University Dongtan Sacred Heart Hospital 

Digestive Disease Center 
Our experienced doctors provide comprehensive clinical services in all 

types of gastrointestinal disorders concerning esophagus, stomach, small and 

large intestine, liver, biliary tract and pancreas. The cutting-edge procedures include 

endoscopic ultrasonography (EUS) and endoscopic ultrasound-guided fine needle 

aspiration biopsy (EUS-FNA) for pancreatic or subepithelial tumors, endoscopic 

retrograde cholangiopancreatography (ERCP) for pancreato-biliary diseases, endoscopic 

submucosal dissection (ESD) for early esophageal, gastric or colorectal cancers, and 

capsule endoscopy or small bowel deep enteroscopy for small intestinal diseases. 

Cardiovascular Center
The cardiovascular center coordinates with cardiology, cardiac surgery, 

vascular surgery and interventional radiology, providing a wide spectrum of care 

for heart diseases such as coronary artery disease, peripheral artery disease, 

hypertension, hyperlipidemia, heart failure and arrhythmia. It is comprised of 2D 

echocar diography lab, electrophysiology lab, and interventional cardiovascular lab. 

It also runs an emergency treatment system to quickly respond to various cardiovascular 

diseases such as acute myocardial infarction and aortic dissection.

Musculoskeletal Center 
Skeletal traumas, sports medicine injuries, hand and foot diseases, and spine 

disorders are treated in the musculoskeletal center by a multidisciplinary team of 

orthopedic surgeon, neurosurgeon, and rheumatologist. Arthroscopic surgeries are 

performed to the shoulder joint, knee joint, and small joints as well. Cervical disc 

disorders, lumbar spinal stenosis are treated both by surgical and non-surgical 

methods to improve patients’ quality of life. 

Clinical Neuroscience Center
The multidisciplinary team of neurology, neurosurgery, rehabilitation medicine, 

and psychiatry provides comprehensive treatment approaches to a full range of 

neurological disorders such as stroke, dementia, Parkinson’s disease, dystonia and 

other movement disorders, epilepsy, encephalitis, peripheral neuropathy, multiple 

sclerosis, amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, headache, and dizziness. The cen ter offers 

excellent medical care tailored to each patient’s needs by utilizing database of medical 

procedures.

Arthroplasty Center
The center offers treatment of the disease of the knee joint and of the hip 

joint focusing on arthroplasty surgeries. To offer highly sophisticated and accurate 

operation, the surgeons often utilize the computer-assisted surgery which contributes 

to maximizing the patients’ satisfaction. The center also provides follow-up care for 

the patients’ postoperative recovery with well-programmed physical therapy and 

nursing care.

Patients are in the best hands in our ten specialized centers that provide one-stop services 
under a multidisciplinary medical system. Following is a partial listing of some of the 
hospital’s specialized centers.

Radiology Image medical science Anesthesiology &
Pain Medicine

Nephrology

Family Medicine

Ophthalmology

Dermatology

Psychiatry

Hematology-Oncology

Pathology

Dentistry

Neurosurgery

General Surgery

Otorhinolaryngology / 
Head & Neck Surgery

Endocrinology &
Metabolism

Laboratory Medicine

Plastic & Reconstructive 
Surgery

Cardiology

Neurology

Gastroenterology & 
Hepatology

Orthopedic Surgery

Emergency Medicine

Obstetrics &
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Infectious Disease 

Pediatric & Adolescent 
Medicine

Rheumatology

Rehabilitation Medicine

Pulmonary, Allergy & 
Critical Care Medicine

Thoracic Surgery Urology

Radiation Oncology

Nuclear Medicine

Radiology

Centers of excellence



Hallym University Dongtan Sacred Heart Hospital 

Our facilities 

Departments

PET/CT AcceleratorMRI Angiography

Patient Room (VIP Suite) Café Patient Room (Single) Kid’s Room

The State-of-the-art Medical Equipment

Patient-friendly & Comfortable Environment

With long-standing experience and expertise in treatment of most challenging diseases, 
31 departments are solely dedicated to patient care.  Each department promises
patients quality medical services with state-of-the-art equipment.
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Rehabilitation Medicine
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Radiation Oncology

Nuclear Medicine
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Medical departments



Number of operations  

Patients from abroad
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Hallym University Medical Center (HUMC), which now boasts six hospitals across the Korean peninsula, is 

equipped with expert staff, a patient-centered care, state-of-the-art diagnostic, therapeutic and intensive care 

facilities for patients in and out of Korea. Here are medical facts about HUMC.

HUMC factsheet

4,120 beds

2,557,417/year

9,142/day

922,965/year

2,529/day

240,841/year

660/day

80,781/year

Bed Capacity

Outpatients

Inpatients

Emergency Patients

Surgical Operations

Patient Care

Facts(2013)

Full-time Faculty

Intern & Resident

Nurse

Administrative Staff

Pharmacist, Social Worker, Nutritionist, 

Medical Record Administrator,  Librarian 

Medical Technician

Engineering Technician

Assistant Employee

total

640

576

2,360

547

215

620

195

832

5,985

Personnel



USA
• Columbia University College of Physicians & Surgeons
• Weill Cornell Medical College 
• NewYork-Presbyterian Hospital 
• George Washington University Medical Center 

Italy
• University of Padova

Sweden
• Uppsala University

Finland
• University of Oulu

China
• Jilin University

Japan
• Nagasaki University
• Nagoya City University
• Tokai University Hospital
• Kyoto Prefectural University of Medicine

Cameroon
• Yaounde National Emergency Center

Afghanistan
• Ibne Sina Hospital

Kenya
• Maternal & Child Healthcare Center 

Paraguay
• San Pedro General Hospital

Vietnam
• Quang Nam Central General Hospital

Laos
• Children’s Hospital

Affiliations
Hallym enhances its global competitiveness by signing an affiliation agreement 
with world-class medical institutions. 

ODA Projects
As a Project Management Consultant for the ODA projects,
Hallym delivers advanced technologies and management skills to developing countries.  

Korea
• Hallym University Medical Center 

Iraq
• Baghdad Imam Ali Hospital Burn Center
• Najaf Al-Sadr Hospital Mobile Clinic Team 
• Arbil Emergency Center
• Karbala Mobile Clinic Team

Cooperating with the world’s top-notch medical institutions, Hallym  University Medical Center shares

advanced medical knowledge and experiences with them. 

Branching out around the world

HUMC international cooperation 

Affiliations
Hallym enhances its global competitiveness by signing an affiliation agreement 
with world-class medical institutions. 

ODA Projects
As a Project Management Consultant for the ODA projects,
Hallym delivers advanced technologies and management skills to developing countries.  

Affiliations
Hallym enhances its global competitiveness by signing an affiliation agreement 
with world-class medical institutions. 

ODA Projects
As a Project Management Consultant for the ODA projects,
Hallym delivers advanced technologies and management skills to developing countries.  



Patient testimonials 
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Doctors and health officials from Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam, don masks, caps and green gowns to tour Sejong General Hospital, a cardiovas-cular specialty hospital in Bucheon, Gyeonggi.
They peep through a window to see surgeons perform a heart recon-struction on a 1-year-old baby on a recent Tuesday afternoon.They check out empty operating rooms, the rehabilitation center and patients’ rooms, peppering their guides with questions about proce-dures, equipment and health policies. They want to know about Korea’s na-tional blood bank system and the hos-pital’s angiocardiography room.  Dr. Pham Bich Xuan, director of foreign affairs of Tam Duc Cardiology Hospital in Ho Chi Minh City, paused in front of a Patient’s Bill of Rights posted in three languages: Korean, English and Russian. “Why Russian?” asks Dr. Pham. “Because of the large number of Russian patients coming to Sejong General Hospital,” replies the nurse. “In addition,” she says, “there are sev-eral Russian doctors training in cardi-ology here.”

Expanding the Korean medical sector
The four doctors and three repre-sentatives from the Ho Chi Minh City Department of Health were invit-ed by the Korea Health Industry Development In-stitute, with the support of the Ministry of Health and Welfare, for a five-day visit to Ko-rea Aug. 20-24. 

It was part of Korea’s ambition to develop its medical sector through co-operation with medical industries in other countries. Khidi is a public health industry promotion organiza-tion established in 1999.The doctors specializing in cardiol-ogy, ENT, pediatrics and oncology toured six medical facilities in Korea, including the National Cancer Insti-tute in Ilsan, Hallym University Medi-cal Center in Gyeonggi and the JK Plastic Surgery Center in Gangnam District, southern Seoul. They also at-tended a forum to discuss medical co-operation with some 50 doctors and representatives of Korean hospitals and clinics and held meetings with Korean Health Ministry officials.  “The familiarization tour for the Vietnamese was a stepping stone for medical cooperation between the two countries,” said Jung Ho-won, direc-tor of the division of global health care services in the Health Ministry. Last fall, he and other representatives of Khidi visited hospitals in Ho Chi Minh City to initiate talks to invite Ho Chi Minh health officials to come to Seoul. 
“Korea is getting known world-wide for its K-pop, which is very pop-ular in Vietnam, but we want to show that Korea is not just about Hallyu and show business,” said Jung. “We want to show how advanced we are in the medical sector.”

Khidi has several projects on med-ical cooperation in countries including China, the United Arab Emirates, Ka-zakhstan and Uzbekistan. In May, it signed an agreement with Kazakhstan to establish a Khidi branch in Al-maty.
“The medical sector is an area which involves a lot of pride, so coun-tries find it difficult to request help because to reveal any weakness in the health care system is like admitting to a weakness in their country’s infra-structure,” said Jung.  

There are two types of health ser-vices that can be offered by Korea: in-bound and outbound. The govern-ment and private sectors are actively promoting inbound medical tourism, or foreign patients coming to Korean hospitals for treatment.But the Korean medical industry also is comprised of medical invest-ment abroad and outbound services including building of hospitals and sending doctors to volunteer and teach. It also has foreign doctors train-ing here in workshops, fellowship programs and seminars. On the inbound side, the number of international patients seeking treat-ment in Korea, especially high-end procedures not available or affordable in their own countries, reached over 122,000 in 2011, more than a twofold increase since 2009, according to Khi-di. 
As an example, Sejong Hospital treated 580 foreign patients in the first eight months of this year, and its target is 1,100 for the entire year. The figure for last year was 650. “These are fly-in patients, not foreign patients residing here,” said Park Kyoung-seo, the hos-pital’s global affairs director. But to attract more foreign patients, Korea has to make efforts to spread awareness of its health care prowess through investments overseas and programs inviting foreign doctors to visit facilities, attend medical confer-ences and train in hospitals. The Samsung Medical Center said it has nearly 100 foreign doctors train-ing this year, a quarter from Mongolia. Others are from Nigeria, Iran and Pak-istan. Sejong Hos-pital has foreign doctors from coun-tries such as Rus-sia, Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan. 

The National Cancer Center has short-term pro-grams for visiting doctors, and this year, 10 nationalities visited its facilities, including Malay-sians, Laotians and Kazakhs. It also offers three- or six-month visiting fel-lowship programs. This year, it hosted doctors from Indonesia, Nepal and In-dia. 
“Most of the doctors visit for three months because of visa limitations, and often receive recommendations after liaising with our Korean doctors at medical and academic conferences,” said Kim Sang-hoon, who manages the center’s fellowship program. “They come here to train in their spe-cialties.” 

Increasing cooperationIn the case of Korea and Vietnam, the medical relationship is at the be-ginning stage. The Korea Internation-al Cooperation Agency (Koica) do-nated ultrasound machines to the Vietnam-Korea Friendship Clinic, Saint Paul Hospital in Hanoi in June, part of an ongoing project to provide medical equipment and doctors to the clinic, which was built seven years ago. Korea donated $1.3 million to up-grade the clinic, which provides med-ical care and free checkups in remote areas of Vietnam.   
After five years of construction, the Quang Nam Central General Hospital in south-central Vietnam, supported by the Vietnamese Health Ministry and Koica, began operation in July. Korea contributed $35 million to build and equip the 500-bed hospital. The Hallym University Medical Center also sent some 40 doctors to provide expertise to the hospital in its opening phase.

An orthopedic surgeon from Hal-lym University Chuncheon Sacred Heart Hospital visited two hospitals in Vietnam in June to demonstrate an ar-throscopic reconstruction surgery. The Hallym Medical Center likewise in-vited Vietnamese medical profession-als to an eight-week training program in November 2011. 
As of March, 74 Korean medical 

institutions operate in 17 countries, the highest number in China, fol-lowed by the United States, Mongolia and Taiwan, according to Khidi. In comparison, there were five in 2001. “Building hospitals and sending doctors abroad to do volunteer work opens gateways between countries to further collaborate,” said Lee So-young, a researcher at Khidi. “We have to show our doctors’ abilities first in order for countries to learn about our medical capabilities.” Visiting Seoul last month, Dr. Nguyen Huu Quoc Ngyuyen, director of Danang C Hospital, a general hos-pital established in 1976 and gov-erned directly by Vietnam’s Health Ministry with a medical staff of 644, said his hospital is in the middle of completing an oncology center and 

was interested most in the National Cancer Center.
“Most doctors train in Vietnam at the moment, and we need a high level of training, so we would like coopera-tion with Korea to see if there can be more exchanges,” he said. “There are surgeries that Danang doctors do not have the ability to perform, and in those cases, we invite outside doctors to perform them.” 

Vietnam, with a population of over 87 million, needs to expand its health care industry. The 101 hospitals in Ho Chi Minh have a surfeit of pa-tients and are trying to expand. Currently, there is one doctor for every 10,000 patients in the city, and the city’s health department said it had plans to increase the rate to 15 doctors to 10,000 citizens by 2015.

Overcoming roadblocksThere are problems with the ex-changes between Vietnam and Korea. The Vietnamese worry that their doc-tors are unable to actually perform sur-geries while training in Korea and can only watch. 
Korean doctors can practice in Vietnam after a review process which involves checking for experience and seeing if any medical crimes are on the doctor’s record. On the other hand, Korea does not allow doctors with for-eign licenses to practice in Korea un-less they pass a stringent review pro-cedure, which is too troublesome when training is less than three months.  

Furthermore, while doctors ac-knowledge Korea’s advancements in the medical field, there’s not much 

awareness amongst Vietnamese, who wonder why they would fly all the way to Korea for treatment when they can go somewhere closer. “Countries such as Singapore and Thailand have been advertising medi-cal tourism very well, and those coun-tries are closer and their hospitals have been more efficient in marketing and promotion,” said Dr. Huynh Kim Phuong of Cho Ray Hospital, estab-lished in 1938 by France. But there is still much to learn from Korea, Huynh admits. “In terms of the Asan Medical Center, we heard that the average time in the hospital is a little over four days, while in our country it’s seven days,” she said. With not enough beds for patients, it’s important to learn from Korea.  sarahkim@joongang.co.kr

‘Vietnamese doctors need a high level of training, so we would like cooper-ation with Korea.’

A Korean heart surgeon explains medical equipment to health officials and specialist doctors from Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam, on Aug. 20 at Sejong General Hospital in Bucheon, Gyeonggi.  
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I want to give a big hand for Urunaa, a medical coordinator 
who’s in charge of Mongolian-Korean translation at Hallym. 
I was former member of Mongolia’s national wrestler team. 
My joint pain got worse and received treatment at a Mongolian 
hospital. I came to Hallym at the recommendation by the 
Mongolian hospital. 

I was deeply concerned whether I would be able to 
communicate in Mongolian in Korea but all these concerns 
melt away when I met Urunaa who was at the Incheon  
International Airport to pick up me. She looked after me so 
well and I felt like I’m at home. I want to meet her again.   
 Mr. T from Mongolia

I’m a firefighter and I had a third degree burn burning 
60 percent of my body when I was putting out a forest fire in 
May 2012. I was initially sent to a Mongolian hospital, which 
is a renowned institution specializing in burn treatments, but 
I was told my chance of survival was a mere 40 percent. I 
saw a ray of hope when I arrived at Hallym. I slept well and 
ate well here. My condition improved a lot and my thoughts 
even reached to a point of how will I be able to get back to 
my natural skin. I can see why Hallym has a reputation for 
burn treatment. I will never forget the warm hospitality 
Hallym has provided me. 
 Mr. B from Mongolia 

I had an amazing stay 

here. The facility and 

staff were amazing. I 

couldn’t have asked for 

anything more. By far 

the best service I have 

had.  

 Mr. P from USA 

I still can’t believe I 

managed to get a kidney 

transplant surgery here in 

Korea. I’m grateful to return 

to my country in healthy 

condition. I will share the 

miracle which Koreans did 

for me in Sudan.

 Mrs. K from Sudan 

Since I had third degree burn on 

body by accident in 2011, I always 

wished I could sleep well without 

interruption as enduring the pain was 

too overwhelming for me. My wish has 

come true and I want to thank Hallym.

 Mrs. Y from China

I thought I wouldn’t be able to 

walk upright anymore. My life and 

my future were so dark at the time of 

the accident. After I got treatment at 

Hallym, my life changed. I regained a 

hope to  be a great father for my two 

boys. Thank you.  

 Mr. S from Indonesia 

Best treatment and care we have 

received. Doctor and staff was very 

knowledgeable, caring, and responsive 

to our need. 

Top rated hospital and staff. I would 

recommend this hospital to anyone who 

needs care, especially child birth. 

 Mrs. J from USA

Your opinion leads to improvement, your praise motivates us. If you have any questions or complaints, 

please approach our International Healthcare Center. We see ourselves as a learning organization and 

aim to learn from the received feedback, upgrade any weakness and continually improve our hospital.  

Help us to be better

Patient testimonials



  

 The International Healthcare Center at Hallym University Dongtan Sacred Heart Hospital is dedicated to meeting 

the needs of international patients. The center’s multilingual staff will help the international patients to seek 

out the best treatment options and enable patients and their family to concentrate on healing during 

the stay with us. 

For international patients
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1Contact International Healthcare Center
Phone: +82-31-8086-2300  |  E-mail: sunghee6411@hallym.or.kr  

Send medical records for a second opinion 
• Current diagnosis
• Clinical notes from physicians
• Radiology films (X-Ray, CT, MRI)

Hospitalization & medical treatment

Contact Information
Tel: +82-31-8086-2300,2400  
Fax: +82-31-8086-2258   
E-mail:  sunghee6411@hallym.or.kr  
 jinyoung2004@hallym.or.kr
Website: http://eng.hallym.or.kr

Operating hours 
Weekdays 
8:30 a.m. ~ 17:30 p.m. 
Saturdays 
8:30 a.m. ~ 13:30 p.m. 

From Incheon International Airport 
Limousine bus departing to Dongtan (1st floor Passenger Terminal) → Ramada 
Dongtan Hotel → Bus 27 → Hallym University Dongtan Sacred Heart Hospital 
(Approximately 1hr 30 min) 
 
From Gangnam Station 
Bus 1551, 1311, or M4403 → Hallym University Dongtan Sacred Heart Hospital 
 
From Byeongjeom Station 
Byeongjeom Station Exit 1 → Bus 27, 73, or 708 (Byeongjeom intersection 
station) → Hallym University Dongtan Sacred Heart Hospital   
 
From Osan 
Bus 707, 58, or 116-1 → Hallym University Dongtan Sacred Heart Hospital 

Hospital visit & medical consultation

Discharge & follow-up
Medical documentations will be provided 

before discharge.

2

3

4

5

6

Schedule an appointment
Our physician will review your medical history and 
determine a preliminary treatment option. 
Our coordinator will help you schedule an
appointment with a physician.

Treatment process for overseas patients

LocationInternational Healthcare Center 



Hallym University Dongtan Sacred Heart Hospital 7, Keunjaebong-gil, Hwaseong-si, Gyeonggi-do 445-907, Republic of Korea

Tel: +82-31-8086-2300  |  E-mail: sunghee6411@hallym.or.kr  | Website: http://eng.hallym.or.kr

Hallym University Kangnam 
Sacred Heart Hospital

Hallym University Dongtan 
Sacred Heart Hospital 

Hallym University Hangang 
Sacred Heart Hospital

Hallym University 
Sacred Heart Hospital

Hallym University Chuncheon 
Sacred Heart Hospital

Hallym University Kangdong 
Sacred Heart Hospital

HUMC hospitals in Korea 

Seoul

Anyang
Hwaseong

Chuncheon


